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The scandal that has hit the Washington Post, 
dubbed “Pulitzergate” by some, has focused at- 
tention on how^easy it could be for agents of a 
hostile foreign-power to manipulate* and. everr in- 
filtrate influential newspapers such as the 

”How do editors know- that they don’t have on 
their staff people that are agents- of a foreign 
power?” askecLReed Irvine, chairman of Accuracy 
in Media (AiMX on /a radios program in. 
Washington,. DtCL “If the; Post doesn’t- make a] 
check- to ses^wsether the ^reporters* have*;, the 
academic credeTScab-rbey claim, how do they know 
if the report ertyworking ’ for theKGB?’^^I>^ : 

- Amaud dc^B^Mrchgrave/^ ^ fomerfchief- foreign 
correspondentfo^/fewsivee^ and co-author with 
Robert Mosi^briT^S^ best-selling novel 

about Soviet disinformation activities in the West, 
told Human* Events: “If a palpably phony story 
.can- get through- their fail-safe system, you can! 
imagine how-mueb-easier it is to get a more subtle] 
brand of disinformation through v * ;; — -if.,. 

Since thcadveoiof theReaga** Admimstra- i 
lion, . the . Posf^has featured a number, of 
* stories thaT could'be viewed ^“disinforma- 
tion” — false, incomplete or misleading inf or* 
mation "about Communist operations , and 
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For instance, in-reporacg on President Reagan’s 
statement at his^rstnews coh-ferettce that Soviet 
leaders are. still seekjngt. world domination. Post j 
reporter Lee Lescaze quoted unnamed “Soviet ex 
perts” as saying that “the appeals- for .world 
revolution and a one-world Communist state! 
which were issued-ftequentiy through the era of] 
Nikita Khrushchev . disappeared from Soviet 
leaders’; speeches in the mid-1960s.’ A •'••.> v -j'- 

Lescaze.consuhed+he-wrong'-experts.He should 
have gone-.to-Leonid--Brezhnevahimself. '/In his 
report to the 24th=€omimmist . Party. Congress in 
1971, Brezhnev- sJuds^VIfie:' Communist: party of 
the Soviet Union wiircontinue.to pursue a.line in 
International- affairs which- helps -further. to. in- 
vigorate the worldwide anti-imperialist strug- 
gle. The full- triumph-oFthe Socialist cause all 
over the world-is- inevitable, and. we shall not spare 
ourselves in the fighr-foMhis triumph.’’. 
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and practical activrry-ii> the sphere of international 
relations to the task of strengthening the positions 1 
of socialism, and in the interests of: further 
developing and deepening the world revolutionary 
process.’’ .' / V . : 5 

Conquest added; “It is alas true that- ‘Soviet ex- 
perts’ can be found in the West to obfuscate the 
point, but' there are even ‘experts’ here who talk of 
the USSR’s ‘pluralist’ political system.’”^! v.-V 
After Secretary of State Alexander Haig charged 
tha’ the Soviet Union was a primary sponsor of. in- 
ternational terrorism;- the Post published- an opin-| 
ion piece— although it wasn’t labeled as such— by 
Michael Getler entitled, “Soviets and Terrorist Ac- 
tivity; World of Shadow and Shading,’’ which 
tried to cast doubt on Haig’s charges. Getler made 
two distinctions frequently made by the Soviets 
and their apologists. . 

. First; Getler questioned whether the PLO was a 
terrorist organization, noting that some countries 
“view the Palestinians as insurgents rather than 
terrorists.” Second, Getler said Haig had not dis- 
tinguished between terrorist groups and “the-morej 
politically motivated insurgencies and liberation 
movements that may also use-tecroi^tactics^vrf " 
The Soviets', of epurse, deny supporting terrorists, 
but they- boast of their -support for “national 


liberation struggles.!’ 

To Its credit, however, the Post later published 
on its op-ed page a column by Amaud de Borch- 
graveand Michael Ledeen, the executive editor of 
The Washington Quarterly, on Soviet support for 
terrorism: “A great abundance of evidence shows 
that a great deal of the blood being spilled by ter- 
rorists all over the world is the responsibility of the 
Russians,” they said, citing many examples.-.'^: :- . 

Post reporter Getler mentioned in his article the 
new book by Claire Sterling , The Terror Network, 
which thoroughly documents the Soviet role in ter- 
rorism (see review, page 14). The Washington Post' 
Magazine later published an excerpt from the Ster-) 
ling book. However, the Post tried to “balance’* 


2010/06/09 : CIA-RDP90-00845R0001 00540002-6 rMrrrn 


